
Declaration 
 

The awareness of the use of old houses has increased since the programme of ‘Old House 
with New Life’ began in 2008. This has resulted in a major impact on the promotion of 
conservation and revitalisation of the historic environment. 
However, this dramatic increase in the reuse of old housing, while demonstrating many 
impressive and positive values, has also resulted in a number of negative examples which 
cause concern.    
Therefore, in order to return to the roots of this ideology, we have invited partners with 
the same philosophy to contribute to declarations on the conservation of cultural heritage 
and historic environment with emphasis on the following aspects. These are: 
 
• Safeguarding historical and cultural value, not to restore, or preserve, without 

consideration. 
In contradistinction to the concept of ‘frozen in time’ as narrowly defined; it is 
mandatory to go beyond  the fashionable trends symbolised by the terms ‘nostalgic’, 
‘homesick’, ‘replicate’, and ‘conjuncture’. 

 
• Treasuring the diversity of society and the lives of ordinary people, in order not to 

produce mimicry or pretence.  
It is necessary to pay more attention to local ‘people’, ‘culture’, ‘land’, ‘industries’, 
and ‘landscape’ while we desperately want to break away from being capitalistic, 
vulgar, and lacking self awareness of this society; to sense the live style, ecology, 
and livelihood embedded within the historic environment and to construct an 
adaptable living environment. 

 
• Recognising the public welfare and rewards that flow from profit sharing, and not 

to indulge in hype or the pursuit of financial gain.  
While  profiting from investment and tourism, to require the assurance of diverse 
values besides economic development, and to support cultural development and 
public welfare through varied approaches. Honest and conscientious management to 
impress consumers and visitors is required, and commercialised, copycat or intrusive 
approaches must be avoided.  
 

• To be environmental friendly to the host communities, not to interfere or destroy. 
Our society has to husband the resources that it has inherited in a controlled manner. 
Exisiting land ethics and contextual communities have to be respected, and efforts 
should be made to form environmental values that accord with the needs of new age. 

 
• Abide by the requirements of public safety and respect and act on qualified 

professional opinions and decisions, not to ignore proceed hastily. 
Careful evaluation of the existing structural loading and prevention of overloading is 
required. The requirements of Health and Safety, including issues of fire and 
emergency procedures and sanitary conditions, should not be ignored to prevent 
hassles and to satisfy profitable management and spatial aesthetics,  

 



• Encouraging innovative minds to achieve better living. 
To act as a catalyst for appropriate conservation and the utilisation of historic value 
into daily life while stimulating creativity and imagination. At the same time, to 
make historic conservation essential, integrating arts and education to form the heart 
of city development. To recognize the benefits and gains of a quality environment, 
and to be instrumental in enhancing cultural and civilized human values.  

 


